
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO ADVANCE
IMMUNE-MEDIATED INFLAMMATORY 
DISEASE DRUG DEVELOPMENT



ARE YOU LOOKING TO: 

Recent scientific advances have accelerated our understanding of the immune system’s 
regulation and targets that play key roles in inflammatory and autoimmune diseases.  
Immune-Mediated Inflammatory Diseases (IMIDs) share common pathways, 
creating the opportunity to treat multiple inflammatory diseases, improving the quality  
of life for millions of people worldwide.

Locate new therapy targets • Expand markets for your         
products • Focus on mechanism-based disease modification 
• Address significant unmet medical needs • Change the IMID 
drug development landscape
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THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF A CENTRAL LAB 
The reliability of your data is key to the success of your IMID drug development efforts. You 
need a partner that can help you overcome testing challenges and keep your program on track.

YOUR NEED TO: WITH COVANCE YOU CAN:

Reach global 
clinical trial sites

Work with difficult-to-recruit populations, diverse patient types or 
even treatment-naïve subjects by tapping into more than >25,000 IMID 
investigator sites in 75 countries.

Streamline your 
sample management

Take advantage of efficient sample handling, shipping and storage to 
enable end-to-end sample management.

Choose from 
thousands of assays 

We offer more than 700 assays in-house and can access more than 
3,000 assays through LabCorp. Our ELMS team can ensure regulatory 
compliance wherever your testing is performed.

Collect patient 
samples consistently

Your trials will benefit from protocol-specific Global Investigator 
Manual instructions and recommendations for optimal specimen 
preparation to yield high quality, reproducible results. These 
recommendations are in place to avoid pre-analytical errors and keep 
site variables to a minimum.  

Reach enrollment 
milestones sooner

Our automated clinical trial kit production facility delivers easy-to-use 
custom kits on time. Since sites prefer our central labs, we can give 
your trial a competitive edge in enrollment.

Generate more 
insightful data sets

Ensure consistency and scalability with automated lab processes that 
follow tightly controlled, rigorous testing practices. 

Access trusted 
expertise

Receive proactive advice from our medical and scientific teams that 
offer deep experience from 585 IMID trials over the last 5 years. 

Let us help you offset the demands of trial complexity with global 
patient populations and diverse assay requirements.



TOP CLINICAL INDICATIONS:
RHEUMATOID 

ARTHRITIS
190 Protocols

LUPUS
55 Protocols

CROHN’S DISEASE
39 Protocols

ULCERATIVE COLITIS
48 Protocols

ASTHMA
92 Protocols

PSORIASIS
94 Protocols

COPD
67 Protocols

COUNT ON EXPERIENCE TO HELP YOU DELIVER 
LIFE-CHANGING TREATMENTS 

Tap into our experience supporting 14 out of  
the 15 best-selling IMID drugs of 2015.

Before  
Treatment

After 8 weeks  
of treatment

Reference: 
Deactivation of endothelium and reduction in angiogenesis in psoriatic skin and synovium by low dose infliximab therapy in combination with stable methotrexate therapy: a prospective 
single-centre study. 26May2004. Accessed April 19, 2016 from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Psoriasis_infliximab_ar1182-2.gif. 
Author: Amber Y Goedkoop, Maarten C Kraan, Daisy I Picavet, Menno A de Rie, Marcel BM Teunissen, Jan D Bos and Paul P Tak

Treating Psoriasis  
with Infliximab



ACCESS KEY IMID ASSAYS 
In-house capabilities deliver the data you need—and drive  
better decisions

Your protocol may have specific requirements for diverse assays to meet the demands of a complex 
trial. That’s why we offer in-house capabilities for more than 700 assays, support extensive CAP/CLIA 
assay validation within our lab and provide medical and scientific consultation. 

Beyond the central lab, we offer a menu of over 3,000 assays through the LabCorp Specialty Testing 
Group, and can work with any external reference lab to provide the insights you need to understand  
the safety and efficacy of your drug.

Our innovative laboratories 
process more clinical 
trial samples than any 
other central lab in the 
business. No matter where 
in the world your sites 
are located, we’ve put into 
place special processes 
to ensure that common 
assays used in IMID trials 
are performed consistently.



Global in-house Anti-Nuclear 
Antibody Indirect Fluorescence 
Assay (ANA-IFA)

Expect lower cost, improved 
turnaround time and exceptional 
data consistency.

Cytokine analysis (e.g. IL-6)

Choose from an array of novel 
exploratory markers from our 
extensive list of validated assays.

DELIVERING HIGH QUALITY DATA FROM PROVEN GOLD 
STANDARDS TO NOVEL BIOMARKER ASSAYS

Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate 
(ESR)

Use this valued assay for improved 
patient screening and better 
decision making. Choose from a 
special investigator site use kit or 
centralized ESR analysis.



THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSISTENT DATA 
Do you face pressures associated with tight budget, short 
time frames, and global data collection?

Obtain high quality data from our  
5 central labs across the globe: 

Geneva • Singapore • Shanghai • 
Tokyo • Indianapolis

Your submission to the FDA and subsequent commercialization success relies on a foundation 
of consistent, high-quality data. 

Pharmaceutical companies and emerging biotechs alike take 
advantage of central laboratory partnerships to ensure that 
their studies produce consistent data meeting all regulatory  
compliance requirements—from any global location. At  
Covance, we offer dedicated oversight of your investigators 
and trial sites so they will follow your protocol to deliver re-
portable, reliable results.

▶Unified Equipment Platforms

▶Unified Standard Operating Procedures

▶Ability to Transfer Samples for Specific Assays



EXPERIENCE WORRY-FREE, COST-EFFECTIVE LOGISTICS 
AND OPERATIONS
When it comes to sample stability, IMID studies are just like any other clinical trial: To maintain sample stability  
in IMID studies, collection kits must arrive on time. 

We can weather any storm so your samples are delivered within stability. 

Japan Earthquake: >99%    Superstorm Sandy: >99%

Volcanic Ash Cloud: >92%   Winter Storm Jonas: >98%

Anticipate and Avoid Disruptions:
Adverse weather events and other disruptions to the sample 
chain of transport represent a serious threat to specimen 
stability and data integrity.

▶ Continually monitor shipments and  
    potential transportation problems  
    around the world

▶ Implement      
    contingency plans

▶ Build strong, long-term relationships  
    with couriers and referral labs to      
    provide consistent service

▶ Maintain an extraordinary         
    record of 99.8%  
    on-time deliveries
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Covance has invested in a team of 
global logistics personnel who: 
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When you decide to develop a new IMID drug, you are making more than a market 
decision. You are showing your commitment to help patients manage their symptoms,  
alleviate pain and promote healthier, more productive lives.

Your central laboratory partner should also recognize and appreciate the significant 
contributions made by every person enrolled in your clinical trials. That’s why we conduct and  
manage every trial with your patients in mind. 

As your partner, we will leverage best practices gained from our experience with 585 IMID studies 
worldwide in the last 5 years – more than any other solutions provider. 

Uncover the full potential of your study by letting us handle your samples so you can focus on your 
development goals.

LET’S DELIVER NEW HOPE 
TO YOUR IMID PATIENTS.

A COMMITMENT TO IMID PATIENTS

We offer solutions for:

▶ End-to-End Sample Management

▶ Robust Assays 

▶ Consistent Data



ABOUT COVANCE

Covance, the drug development business of Laboratory 
Corporation of America® Holdings (LabCorp®), is the world’s 
most comprehensive drug development company, dedicated to 
advancing healthcare and delivering Solutions Made Real®. We 
have helped pharmaceutical and biotech companies develop 
each of the top 50 prescription drugs in the marketplace today.

Because of our broad experience and specialized expertise, 
we’re in a unique position to supply insights that go above and 
beyond testing. 

Let’s discuss how you can accelerate your 
IMID drug development and drive the 
success of your trial with critcal assays, 
rigorous SOPs and consistent clinical data.  



Learn more at www.covance.com

Covance Inc., headquartered in Princeton, NJ, USA is the drug 
development business of Laboratory Corporation of America Holdings 

(LabCorp). COVANCE is a registered trademark and the marketing 
name for Covance Inc. and its subsidiaries around the world.
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